New party should adopt anti-merger plan 

The recent merger of Gérald Tremblay’s United Island of Montreal party and Michel Prescott’s Montreal Citizens Movement to form a united opposition to Pierre Bourque is good news for the opponents of the forced mergers. 

Unfortunately, according to the most recent La Presse poll, their combined popularity is still 10% behind that of Bourque. 

One reason for the lack of popularity is that they have not offered any concrete plan to fight the merger legislation. Vague promises of decentralization and democracy are just not good enough. The citizens (and the suburban mayors) want solid, written guarantees that they will control their neighborhoods and they want to know exactly how this will be accomplished.

Democracy Montreal has the only legal, effective plan to circumvent Bill 170 and to restore local democracy. We are inviting the new Montreal Island Citizens’ Union to adopt our plan, a plan which maximizes decentralization and local democracy and which is the proper democratic response to the Quebec government’s total disregard for the wishes of the people of Montreal. The plan would receive the overwhelming support of the citizens in the suburbs and in Montreal since it preserves what the suburbs currently enjoy and brings the benefits of the suburbs to the nine new boroughs of Montreal. It could be the key to a huge victory by the MICU in November.

The entire plan is available at www.democracymontreal.org. Briefly, the plan calls for the establishment of advisory committees in each former suburb and in the nine new boroughs of Montreal.   These committees would be the same size as the current suburban city councils and would probably have the same people serving on them.

For the nine new boroughs of Montreal, residents of each borough would elect the members. The committees’ mandate would be to make recommendations on all issues that used to be controlled by the suburbs. 

While the recommendations would be non-binding, it can be anticipated that most of the recommendations would be accepted, just as today virtually all recommendations of the Executive and other Montreal city committees are accepted by the Montreal City Council (MCC). This is not a delegation of powers. It is simply the establishment of a mechanism to respect local democracy, which in turn assures the most efficient and responsible municipal governance.

Westmount has already said that its counselors will continue to sit after the election and make recommendations to the borough council and Montreal city council. However, a few suburbs doing this on their own will not result in their recommendations being adopted by the Montreal city council. 

On the other hand, if the MICU also adopts this plan as part of its platform and is elected, Montreal will become, in effect, a federation of suburbs. The result would be lower taxes, better services, and most important, a structure that is responsive to citizens in each and every neighborhood of Montreal. 

Contrary to the false claims of the Quebec government, all the credible studies show that decentralization, not mergers, leads to greater efficiency, lower costs and therefore lower taxes and better services.

This plan fits perfectly with the principles of the new MICU: democracy, decentralization and opposition to the forced mergers. Tremblay has said that the megacity will be a mega mess but that he will be a better manager of the disaster. With the Democracy Montreal plan in place, there will be no disaster. Further, adopting this plan would give Tremblay his best hope of becoming the next mayor of Montreal.
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