Dear Mr. Minister,

On Friday, April 16 you criticized our complaints about the seriously flawed electoral lists. You asked, “Why didn’t they say that after the last election? How come for this issue the list is no good and at the last election (it was)?” Frankly we are amazed that a man of your intelligence and political experience does not understand the difference. However, we are happy to explain.

The difference is that for these upcoming referenda, you have imposed a unique condition. Namely that we will need a minimum of 35% of the people on the electoral list to vote for demerger in order for demerger to take place. Even if 90% vote for demerger it will not count unless the number of voters for demerger equals at least 35% of the number of people on the electoral list. 

The 35% requirement is unique and unheard of in any democratic society. Never in the entire history of Canada has such a requirement been in effect for any election or referendum at the federal, provincial or municipal level. We doubt that any Western democracy has ever had such a requirement either. It is an affront to the democratic ideals that we cherish and to our sense of fair play and decency.

The present electoral lists are inflated by about 20% because people who have died or moved out of the province over the last decade remain on the list. In the last election and in every previous election and referendum, this made no difference since all that mattered was which side won a majority of the votes. With your extra requirement that we get 35% of the names on the electoral list to vote for demerger and a list that has 20% extra voters who cannot vote since they have departed, we effectively need 44% of the possible voters instead of 35%. That, Mr. Minister, is why we are complaining when no one ever complained about this before.

There is also the matter of how difficult your government has made it to correct the list. You passed Law 14, which gives almost all powers over the revision of the list to the megacities. This is putting the fox in charge of the henhouse. How can one side in a debate be allowed to make all the rules? 

Montreal has shown that they have no interest in getting an accurate electoral list. Rather than give us the lists when they received them, they held on to them for the maximum period permitted by your law. During that time they added property owners but made no effort to find and remove the people who should not be on the list.

When we finally got the lists we had just over a week to find and remove voters who had died or moved and that period included Easter and Passover when many people were away. Further, we had to deal with hostile Montreal workers who wanted to make things as hard for us as possible. Even when we found people who did not belong on the list, it was very difficult to have the names removed. After an elector in the poll district went to the revision office and signed an affidavit that a person should not be on the list, investigators were sent to the address to check. If no one was home they left a letter asking whether the person in question lived there. If no one replied, the city of Montreal decided that these people could not be removed from the list. This is outrageous. Are we now supposed to revive the dead so they can tell the inspectors that they are no longer with us? Are we supposed to track down those who have moved so they can contact the inspectors? Are we supposed to do this in just a few days that we have been given? Is there no end to this travesty?

The Office of the Director General of Elections (ODGE) should have been given the responsibility for revising the electoral lists. They have the experience and, unlike Montreal, they are impartial. 

Next we will have the register-signing period and again your law gives Montreal the responsibility for administering this process. Given the actions of Montreal wouldn’t it be more reasonable to have the ODGE handle this?

We have also heard rumors that you plan to hold this period over the Victoria Day holiday weekend when people are out of town. Do you have no shame? Is there no limit to your duplicity?

Mr. Minister, you can scheme and cheat but it will be to no avail. You are only making people angrier and angrier. The result will be a huge turnout for the register-signing and referendum and over whelming support for demerger. 

There is a simple solution to the inaccurate electoral lists. Remove the 35% requirement or, at least, drop it to 20%. Alternatively, you could give the ODGE 30 days to do a proper enumeration in order to clean up the list but then you may not have time to hold a referendum before summer vacations and the enumeration will need to be repeated in September since so many people move on July 1. In addition, you should put the ODGE in charge of the register-signing process and the referendum. Taking these actions will allow Quebec to rejoin the family of democratic nations instead of acting like a third world banana republic. For a change have some common decency and stop trying to get the outcome you favor by subverting the democratic process.

